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1. Preamble

1.
PREAMBLE

Appropriate husbandry of dairy cattle plays a key role in
MEGGLE’s milk procurement and forms the basis of producing
high-quality milk.
In line with good specialist agricultural practices, for MEGGLE
it goes without saying that milk producers in the corporation
adhere to the applicable statutory conditions. This applies above
all to the laws and ordinances that govern milk production in
agricultural businesses, such as the Animal Protection and
Livestock Husbandry Ordinance and the Animal Protection Act.
Protecting the animal is the top priority in everything we do.
Specifically, this means that every MEGGLE milk producer must
feed, care for and accommodate his dairy cattle in a way that
is suitable for their species, needs and behaviour. In addition,
all MEGGLE milk producers must have the knowledge and skills
needed in order to feed, care for and accommodate the animals
in a way that is suitable for their behaviour. 1

OUR MILK PRODUCERS
Agricultural family businesses deliver raw milk to MEGGLE.
These businesses come from Bavaria, mainly from the
districts Traunstein, Rosenheim, Altötting, Mühldorf a. Inn,
Erding and Ebersberg.
We will be happy to provide up-to-date information on our
MEGGLE milk producers on request at info@meggle.de by
mail.
1(Animal Protection Act, 2020)

In order to both ensure and further develop humane husbandry of dairy cattle in all agricultural businesses, the “Policy on
Animal Welfare of Dairy Cattle” was developed in collaboration
with MEGGLE’s milk producers in the Working Group on Animal
Welfare and Husbandry. The aim of this is to define specific
measures and objectives on the following focus topics:
•
•
•
•
•

Animal health
Dairy cattle husbandry
Milk quality
Milk producer expertise
Feeding the cows

In addition, this brochure is intended to inform all MEGGLE
interest groups (e.g. consumers, milk producers, Food retail
representatives and others) on the activities related to Animal
Welfare.
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2.
ANIMAL HEALTH
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2. Animal health

2.1
HOOF CARE

2.2
DEHORNING CALVES

Diseases of the musculoskeletal system are among the most
important complaints that impair animal welfare, as are diseases of the hooves. Proper, regular hoof care is the most important preventative measure against hoof diseases.

The Social Security Provider for Agriculture, Forestry and Landscape Gardening (SVLFG) reported a total of 6,000 accidents
when handling cattle in the year 2014. Investigations by the
SVLFG showed that 17 percent of all accidents and half of the
fatal accidents were caused by a head butt by the animals. In
19 percent of these accidents, the cattle’s horns caused the
accident.² For reasons of occupational safety and in order to
protect the cattle themselves in the stables, dehorning calves
is common practice in Germany. The dehorning process itself
must be conducted as gently as possible for the animal and
under all statutory principles.

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

Hoof care on the farms of the MEGGLE milk producers is
conducted as needed and at least once per cow annually.

Calves that are younger than six weeks are dehorned
on the farms of the MEGGLE milk producers only under
sedation and with pain killers. Local anaesthetic is used
on calves that are older than six weeks.

2(Social Security Provider for Agriculture, Forestry and Landscape Gardening, 2015)
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2. Animal health

2.3
SELECTIVE TREATMENT ON DRYING-OFF

2.4
SLAUGHTER OF COWS IN CALF

Many interest groups are increasingly critical of the use of
antibiotics. Protecting the consumer, ensuring animal welfare
and countering the impending threat of multiresistant germs
are all arguments for reducing the use of antibiotics. Initiatives
in Bavaria are already highlighting the possibilities of reduced
antibiotic use, such as the RAST project by the Bavarian State
Research Center for Agriculture.³ In general, in line with §57a
of the Pharmaceuticals Act, animal owners are only allowed to
use prescription medicines on animals where the medicine has
been prescribed or given by the vet treating the animals.4

In the first half of 2017, the German Bundestag passed a law
banning the slaughter of cows in calf. It states that it is forbidden to slaughter mammals in the final third of a pregnancy. The
law took effect on 1 September 2017.6

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

Antibiotic drying supplements are only used where there
is an indication of diseased udder quarters and not in
general for the entire herd.

Cows in the final third of a pregnancy are only slaughtered
in justified exceptional cases and only where this is
essential for reasons of animal protection or animal
disease control.

RAST

= Reduction of antibiotic use in dairy cattle through
selective dry cow treatment
The RAST project evaluates possibilities for reducing the
use of antibiotics in the dry cow treatment of dairy cattle in
practice.
It aims to achieve a selective and thus reduced use of antibiotics for dry cow treatment. Based on various information,
an individual decision regarding which procedure (with or
without antibiotics) should be used is made for each animal
at the time of the dry cow treatment. The selective decision
is intended to ensure that the animals are protected against
diseases while also reducing antibiotic use. In doing so,
the project draws on the results of previous studies and
relevant practical experience.5
3 (Bavarian State Research Center for Agriculture, 2016)
4 (Pharmaceuticals Act, 2020)
5 (Bavarian State Research Centre for Agriculture, 2016)
6 (Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 2017)
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2. Animal health

2.5
HOMEOPATHY

Both consumers and farmers are increasingly interested in alternative treatment methods. There are already opportunities for
undergoing advanced training on topics such as “homoeopathic
treatment in dairy farming”.7 MEGGLE wants to encourage the
use of alternative treatment methods as well.

MLP = MILK PERFORMANCE INSPECTION

OUR GOAL

The milk performance inspection (MLP) is much more
than simply a measurement of the milk quantity. It is an
essential instrument of herd management. In Bavaria, 67%
of farmers take part voluntarily, with more than 80% of
all Bavarian dairy cattle subject to the milk performance
inspection.

The use of homoeopathic medicines and alternative
treatment methods (including household remedies) is to
be expanded. MEGGLE provided free training sessions on
this in 2018. More than 90% of the places on the courses
were filled.

Eleven times a year, the milk quantity of each lactating cow
is measured and a representative milk sample taken. The
Bavarian Association for Raw Milk Testing (Milchprüfring)
tests the milk samples for fat, protein, urea, lactose and
cell count.
Measuring the milk performance regularly allows the
lactation process for each animal to be assessed and any
drop in performance, perhaps caused by feeding conditions
or disease, to be detected quickly. Determining the cell
count enables udder health to be monitored and maintained
and thus the milk quality to be assured. The milk quantity
and the milk components can be used to determine the
cows’ nutritional requirements. The milk components also
provide information on the animals’ current energy and
protein supplies.8

7 (Landwirtschaftskammer Niedersachsen, 2017)
8 (Landeskuratorium der Erzeugerringe für tierische Veredelung in Bayern e.V. (LKV), 2017)

2. Animal health
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2.6
AGE AND PERFORMANCE OF COWS

2.7
HERD HEALTH MONITORING BY THE VET

According to analyses by the Landeskuratorium der Erzeugerringe für tierische Veredelung in Bayern e.V. (LKV), the proportion of a cow’s life in which it is milked has fallen over the last
30 years. While the MLP cows in 1985 were milked for an average of 3 years of their lives, this figure in 2015 was just 2.8
years. For both animal welfare and economic reasons, MEGGLE
considers it important to continuously increase the number of
lactations per cow.

Smooth-running collaboration between the farmer and the vet
is becoming ever more important from an animal welfare point
of view. The range of services offered by vets has long since
gone beyond merely treating acute illnesses – it also includes
everything from health advice to gestation checks and continuous herd health monitoring.

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

The number of lactations in which a cow produces milk
should be increased. MEGGLE undertakes to offer its milk
producers free training on the topic.

Health monitoring of the dairy cattle and calves by a vet is
guaranteed. A veterinary care contract is in place.
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DAIRY CATTLE HUSBANDRY
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3. Dairy cattle husbandry

3.1
FORM OF HUSBANDRY

When it comes to how dairy cattle are kept, criticism of yearround tethered husbandry is loud. The state of Bavaria does not
currently hold records of how widespread tethered husbandry
is in Bavaria. The most reliable source of data is LKV Bayern,
as this is based on the milk performance inspection. Of the
Bavarian farms who took part in the milk performance inspection in Bavaria in 2016 (20,960 farms), 36.6% keep their cows
tethered all year round, and 9% keep their cows tethered but
also with freedom of movement.9 The proportion of tethered
husbandry is lower if the analysis is conducted based on the
“number of cows in tethered husbandry” or “milk produced
in tethered husbandry”. Some MEGGLE milk producers also
still keep their cattle tethered, but the proportion of farms with
tethered husbandry is falling every year as the structure of
agriculture changes. More than 40% of MEGGLE milk producers
still use tethered husbandry today, producing just under 30%
of the milk. Aware of the fact that the proportion of year-round
tethered husbandry is constantly falling and of our responsibility
to the farms that produce high-quality milk in line with good
expert practice despite their use of this form of husbandry, we
have set ourselves the following goal.

OUR GOAL
In order to make the conditions for cows in tethered
husbandry as humane as possible, farms using tethered
husbandry take part in the husbandry consulting offered
by the LKV. MEGGLE pays all costs for the consulting at
the farms.

9

(Landeskuratorium der Erzeugerringe für tierische Veredelung in Bayern e.V., 2016)

10 (Landeskuratorium der Erzeugerringe für tierische Veredelung in Bayern e.V. (LKV), 2017)

LKV HUSBANDRY ADVICE
Experienced consultants visit the dairy farms to help
systematically detect weak points in the barns and remedy
them with practical measures. Experience in more than
150 tethered and free-range barns has shown that simple
measures are often all that is needed to make significant
improvements to the cows’ comfort, even in older barns.
The best part is that many of the measures are not that
cost intensive, as they can be implemented by the farmers
themselves in next to no time.
Consulting takes around two to four hours, depending on
the type of barn. It includes the following:
• A systematic analysis of the barn and animals based on
specially developed checklists
• Practical suggestions for improvement
• Clear documentation of the recommendations
• Advice on conversion to combination or free-range
husbandry
After all, only animals who feel comfortable remain healthy
and deliver high performance! The cost of the consulting –
around € 280 per farm – is paid by MEGGLE.10
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3. Dairy cattle husbandry

3.2
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

3.4
ANIMAL LYING SPACE RATIO

In accordance with §2 of the Animal Protection Act, animals
must be accommodated appropriately for their species, needs
and behaviour. In MEGGLE’s view, species-appropriate accommodation also includes the greatest possible freedom of movement, (be it) within the barn, outside in a yard or in the fields.11

Good acceptance of the lying space and a number of lying boxes adapted to the number of cows are essential for the cows’
welfare and performance. Depending on their age and the local
conditions, cows rest for up to 12 hours per day. They prefer to
do this lying down, in the side abdominal position.13

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

In general, cows must be given as much freedom of
movement as possible in the barn, in the yard or on
the fields. Where a farm does not have suitable fields or
exercise space, where the structural conditions do not
allow this, or when there are safety concerns for people or
animals, there is no need to offer exercise.

In general, there must be a lying space for every cow
with a suitable lying surface (e.g. rubber mat, bedding or
similar). Exceptions are only permitted temporarily and
in exercise pens, e.g., when restocking or during building
alterations. Overstocking can be of up to max. 10%.

3.3
ANIMAL FEEDING SPACE RATIO

3.5
SPACE PER COW

In order to provide high milking performance without health
impairment, dairy cows need access to sufficient basic feed at
all times. For both animal welfare and economic reasons, each
cow should therefore have a feeding space.12

In addition to the animal: feeding space and animal:lying space,
the cows must also have sufficient space in the other functional
areas of the exercise pen and in tethered husbandry.

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

In general, there must be a feeding space for every cow.
Exceptions are possible, e.g., in the case of milking with
automatic milking systems or where basic feed is fed ad
libitum (freely available). The animal:feeding space ration
must not be higher than 1.5:1.

In accordance with §2 of the Animal Protection Act, the
space available to cows must be appropriate for their
species and needs. The accommodation must not limit the
cows’ opportunity to move in a species-appropriate way
and in such a way that they are subject to pain, damage or
unnecessary suffering.

11 (Animal Protection Act, 2020)
12 (LAVES, Animal Protection Service, Cattle Husbandry Working Group, 2007)
13 (LAVES, Animal Protection Service, Cattle Husbandry Working Group, 2007))
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4. Milk quality

4.1
QUALITY OF MILK DELIVERED

4.2
INHIBITOR-FREE MILK

The cell count of the milk delivered is an indicator of the udder
health of the cow. Already cell counts from 100,000 cells per
ml of milk indicate a disruption to health. The bacterial count, on
the other hand, indicates the hygiene of the milking process and
provides information on the cleanliness of the milking systems,
the proper storage and transportation of the milk, and the udder
health of the cow.14

Regular monitoring of the milk delivered for the presence of
inhibitors is governed in Germany by the Milk Quality Ordinance.
At MEGGLE, every delivery of raw milk is examined for inhibitors before the tanker is emptied. If inhibitors are found, the
raw milk is disposed of. However, the duty of care begins much
earlier on the farms of the MEGGLE milk producers.

OUR GOAL

OUR GOAL

As an annual average, the cell count of the milk delivered
should be max. 160,000 cells/ml. As an annual average,
the bacterial count of the milk delivered should be max.
20,000 bacteria/ml.
Where these values are exceeded, the milk producer
immediately initiates improvement measures.

MEGGLE milk producers take all possible preventative
measures to prevent the occurrence of inhibitor-positive
milk.

INHIBITORS
In the widest sense, inhibitors are all substances that inhibit
bacterial growth and can thus lead to acidification problems
in the production of sour milk products and cheese. The
inhibitors are usually antibiotics used as animal pharmaceuticals, e.g., to treat udder diseases in dairy cattle. It is
therefore very important, where antibiotics are used, to
adhere to a waiting period after the conclusion of the treatment and before the milk can be used again. This takes an
average of around 5 days.15
To prevent inhibitors getting into production, the Milk Quality Ordinance states that dairies must regularly test the milk
delivered. The milk can only be processed further if it does
not contain inhibitors. Where inhibitor residue is found,
the milk is not used and the milk producer’s payment for
the milk delivered may be reduced for the entire month
retrospectively.16
14 (Deutscher Verband für Leistungs- und Qualitätsprüfungen e.V., 2017)
15 (Milchindustrie-Verband e.V, 2017)
16 (Milchindustrie-Verband e.V, 2017)

4. Milk quality

4.3
MAINTENANCE OF THE MILKING SYSTEM

Regular maintenance of the milking system and the replacement of milk-carrying parts at specified intervals is a key part of
producing hygienically flawless milk. The accredited “QM Milk
Standard 2020”, for example, states that teat liners must be
replaced no later than after 750 operating hours.17

OUR GOAL
The milking systems of the MEGGLE milk producers are
maintained at least once per year. Teat liners and other
milk-carrying parts are replaced regularly.

17 (QM-Milch e.V., 2020)
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5.
MILK PRODUCER EXPERTISE

5. Expert milk producers
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5.1
ADVANCED TRAINING

The second paragraph of the Animal Protection Act states that
a person who keeps animals must have the knowledge and
skills required to feed, care for and accommodate the animals
appropriately and in a way that suits their behaviour. 18
The requirements for dairy cattle husbandry and raw milk production are developing all the time. As a result, many MEGGLE
farmers are already using the opportunity to receive advanced
training in a wide range of milk production topics.

OUR GOAL
Every MEGGLE milk producer undergoes annual advanced
agricultural training (e.g. expert lecture on arable farming,
seminar on feeding, meeting or similar). MEGGLE offers an
annual range of training free of charge.

18 (Animal Protection Act, 2020)

6.
FEEDING

6.1
SUITABLE FEEDING FOR RUMINANTS

7.
PROCEDURE AND IMPLEMENTATION

The Animal Protection Act states that cow feeding must be
appropriate for their species and needs. For us, this means that
the cows and calves must be provided with sufficient natural
basic feed, such as grass, grass silage, corn silage, water and
roughage such as hay or straw.

The MEGGLE milk producers are also asked about the 17
criteria described above. The data is then analysed in the
annual MEGGLE animal welfare report “Review Stakeholder
Communication MEGGLE Milk Producers” and the measures
for the following year are defined. This is then used to achieve
the objectives named in the “Policy on Animal Welfare of Dairy
Cattle at MEGGLE”.

OUR GOAL
All cattle of MEGGLE milk producers have sufficient
access to basic feed (e.g. grass / grass silage / corn
silage / water) every day and sufficient roughage (such as
hay or straw) when necessary.
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